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Well spring is just around the corneréthat means 
we are about to enter the final lap of the Rotary 
yearéand I have FAILED you.  More about that 
later. 
 

While on the road this past month I received an  
e-mail from one of my Governor classmates.  Heôs 
seeking advice on a club that has not sent their PE 
to Lone Star Pets in years.  I wrote him back 
reminding him that every district has clubs that over 
and under achieve. Every district has clubs that 
never connect with the District or, for that matter, 
Rotary International. Yet many are GREAT clubs 
that serve their communities. 
 

Now letôs take a test.  The first question applies to all club members; after 
all, the success of each club starts with you. 
 

1. Are you a Rotarian or a RINO? (Rotarian In Name Only) 

2. Does your club send the PE to Lone Star Pets? 

3. Does your club send its leadership team to the District Assembly? 

4. Does your clubôs leadership attend District functions? 

5. Does the general membership know that they too can attend District                      

functions? 

6. Does your club connect to the District? 

7. Does your club connect to RI? 

8. Does your club give to the Rotary Foundation? 

9. Does your club host/send exchange students? 

10. Does your club look for Ambassadorial Scholars? 

11. Does your club host a GSE team? 

12. Does your club look for GSE team members? 

13. Does your club have hands-on service projects? 

14. Does your club sponsor an Interact club? 

15. Does your club sponsor an EarlyAct club? 

16. Does your club send students to RYLA? 

17. Does your club seek out new members in their 20s and 30s? 

18. Does your club have a Rotary University? 

19. Does your club send viable candidates for the job of District Governor? 

20. Does your club have fun both in and outside of weekly meetings? 
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The 2008 Rotary International Convention  
will be held in Los Angeles, California on  

June 15 - 18, 2008.    
 

See the Stars! Share the spotlight with fellow 
Rotarians in the entertainment capital of the world.  

 

Register early for the convention to take advantage of 
special pricing!  

Deadline: March 31, 2008  

For more information and to register online, go to 
www.rotary2008.com  

Now I am not looking for a perfect score from any club, but if you scored less than 70% you may want to do a long 
range strategic plan. 
 
Why have I failed you?  I set up 11 goals for the District this Rotary year.  I know now we will not reach all of those 
goals.  For example, Club Extension, which is the forming of new clubs in the District.  We have one coming on line 
in San Antonio, ñthe San Antonio Evening Clubò but we had targeted Castroville, Mason, Toyota Land, and Comfort. 
So you can see that goal will not likely be met.  We in 5840 have done a great job with Interact, EarlyAct and 
Rotaract so we are doing a little ñhome growingò of future Rotarians. Another example is making Rotary funé.we had 
a great Birthday Party/Foundation dinner on February 23

rd
; however, sadly we lost money on the event.  We needed 

100 to break even and had just over 50. And this event had been on the District calendar for over two years. 
 
Lone Star PETS may be another example.  ONLY 37 PEs took advantage of the District paying their $260 fee by 
signing up before February 15

th
.  I guess $260 bucks ainôt what it used to be. On a personal note, I am really looking 

forward to meeting next yearôs leadership at PETS next month. 
 
Now I am certain that my top goal and the only one that really matters will be achieved.  That is being a good 
Steward of the District that is simply leaving it better than I found it.  Can you as a club president say the same? 
There is still time. 
 
Time to peel another layer off for the District Conference in May.  Drum roll please.  The Keynote Speaker for the all 
Club luncheon and special guest for the weekend will be Past Rotary International President Frank Devlyn. 
Registration for the District Conference is now open with downloads at www.rotary5840.org  Sign up early, and if only 
attending the all club luncheon, get your name on the list NOW.  We will be giving ñFrank Talkò books out to all that 
attend.  This will be a great opportunity for new Rotarians to hear a RI President for the first time.  PRIP Frank is not 
only informative and knowledgeable, but fun as well.  RI Presidents have truly given their time, talents, resources and 
love to Rotary and The Rotary Foundation. Think how lucky we are in 5840 to have a friend in Rotary such as PRIP 
Frank.  We started the Rotary year with RI President Wilf and will end the year with PRIP Frank. 
 
This monthôs issue will feature pictures from the Fredericksburg Morning and Noon Clubs Annual Mardi Gras Party; 
Rotaryôs Birthday Party; Coker Elementary School EarlyAct charter; and the Miss Karnes County Pageant, 
sponsored by the Kenedy Rotary Club for 47 years; our trip to Italy; and my trip hauling books for the Poteet Rotary 
Club, which did a wonderful job collecting books, packaging them, and getting them ready for transport.  The last 
delivery was made as RI President Wilf toured the project which had DG Richard Gilmanôs D-5810, DG Jeff Tallasôs 
D-5890 (lead district for the project) and our own D-5840, pulling together a total of 125 pallets headed overseas. 
 
See you at Lone Star PETS, the District Assembly and club projects in the month of March. 
 
God Bless us all. 
 
Jay 

http://www.rotary5840.org/
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Make plans now to join   

 

 

 

at the  

51st ANNUAL ROTARY DISTRICT 5840 CONFERENCE  

 

Register for the conference and you could win a  

$1,000 shopping spree in Fredericksburg!!!  

Venue ~ Inn on Barons Creek   
www.innonbaronscreek.com 

 

Fredericksburg Chamber of Commerce 
www.fredericksburg-texas.com 
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Rotary District 5840 Conference 
Fredericksburg, Texas 

May 15-18, 2008 
 
PLATINUM sponsor $2,500   Mentions in all PSA and PR info; 4 golf passes, signage on 4 holes of their choice, 
public mention at some point during the convention, and signage on easels at every venue where any district 
business or recreation is being offered. Rotary internal communications to 3,000 Rotarians March, April and May 
including our Web Site. 
 
GOLD sponsor $1,000   Mentions in all PSA and PR info; 3 golf passes, signage on 3 holes of their choice, public 
mention at some point during the convention, and signage on easels at every venue where any district business or 
recreation is being offered. Rotary internal communications to 3,000 Rotarians March, April and May including our 
Web Site. 
 
SILVER sponsor $500   2 golf passes, signage on 2 holes of their choice, public mention at some point during the 
convention, and signage on easels at every venue where any district business or recreation is being offered. Rotary 
internal communications to 3,000 Rotarians March, April and May including our Web site. 
 
BRONZE sponsor $250   1 golf pass, signage on 1 holes of their choice, public mention at some point during the 
convention, and signage on easels at every venue where any district business or recreation is being offered. Rotary 
internal communications to 3,000 Rotarians March, April and May including our Web site. 
 
CRYSTAL sponsor $100   Signage on 1 hole of their choice, public mention at some point during the convention, and 
signage on easels at every venue where any district business or recreation is being offered.  Rotary internal 
communications to 3,000 Rotarians March, April and May including our Web site. 
 
ROTARY patron $50   Our gratitude and public mention at some point during the convention.  Thanks for your 
supporté.we need everybody. 

We need help from each club, to find sponsors and patrons for our District Conference 
 
Golf tournament with cash and other prizeséabout $1,500. 
Rotary district 5840 has 3,000 plus members in 52 clubséa large district stretching from Del Rio to Beeville 
March, April and May advertising and literature to all 3,000 plus members. 
District Conference is largest gathering of the year for District Rotarians and we expect well over 350 to attend  
Thousand-dollar shopping spree drawing will be held Saturday Morning May 17

th
 at Fredericksburg Event Center. 

Your business will be on our Conference Boards, newsletters, and signage at all Convention events, depending 
upon your sponsorship level. 
350 plus Rotarians will be staying at the Inn on Barons Creek, the Best Western, and many B and Bôsé.many motel 
rooms and B and Bôs are already booked for this event. 
Most popular sponsorship so far is $500.00.  We hope to get several Gold and Platinum sponsors in the larger clubs. 
Any level of sponsorship will be greatly appreciated and noted by 3,000 plus Rotarians district wide. 
We need sponsorship money to underwrite our expenses for bringing in our foreign exchange students, our popular 
5 member foreign exchange young business and professional exchange program (GSE team), and our high school 
Rotary Interact programé.all of which will be at our District Conference - at our expense. Surplus funds will support 
programs like eradication of Polio worldwide, Hunger Plus, and youth scholarships..   All Rotarians will pay their own 
way but we need underwriting sponsorships to support the above and other worthy causes we support. 

So far we have the following sponsors: - Fritz Broadcasting  
               - Sam & Nancy Golden  
             - The Inn on Barons Creek  
      - Falco Pest Management    
 

       Thank you 
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Poteet Rotary Club  Book Project 


